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SHIPP, Ernest George 
 

Private, 10149 
6th Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 30th August 1917 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Croisilles Railway Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 19 years 
 
Ernest George Shipp was born Ernest George Tilbrook on 19th April 1898 at 23 
Clements Lane.  His mother, 21-year-old Sarah Ann Tilbrook, a Haverhill factory 
hand and hairweaver, died in childbirth and  was buried in Haverhill Cemetery on 
29th April.  
 
His mother, Sarah Ann Tilbrook, was born in Helions Bumpstead in 1877.  In 1881 
she was living at Parsonage Farm, with her parents, Frederick and Ellen, and two 
siblings. Frederick was an agricultural labourer.  The family had moved to 16 Crooks 
End, Helions Bumpstead, by 1891, and to Haverhill by 1895.  By 1911, Frederick 
and Ellen had had twelve children, of whom only seven were still alive. 
 
Ernest was baptised on 14th May.  At the time of his baptism he was living with 
George and Elizabeth Shipp and their family at 23 Clements Lane, Haverhill. 
 
George Shipp was born in Haverhill around 1862, and married Elizabeth Whiting in 
1879, the year their first child, also called George, was born.  They moved in with her 
parents in Burton End.  George worked as a farm labourer, and later as a 
brickmaker, while Elizabeth continued working as a tailoress.  By 1891 they had a 
home of their own at 90 Burton End and three more children.   
 
In 1898 they were living at Clements lane, where George had lived as a boy, but by 
1901 the family had left Haverhill and settled in Edmonton, North London. Ernest 
Tilbrook, then age three, went with them and is recorded as a ‘visitor’ in the 1901 
Census.  In 1911, when the family was living at 53 Folkstone Road, Edmonton, his 
name is given as Ernest Shipp and he is described as the ‘son’ of George Shipp. 
Evidently, George and Elizabeth had adopted him. 
 
Ernest joined the Army in London in 1916, and after training, was posted to the 
Royal Irish Regiment on the Western Front (Private 10149).  It was far from 
uncommon at this stage of the war for English soldiers to be posted to Irish 
regiments to replace Irish casualties.  The heady days of voluntary recruiting were 
over, but conscription was never introduced in Ireland.  Ernest’s unit, the 6th 
(Service) Battalion, was one of Kitchener’s New Army battalions raised in 1915, and 
had been in France since December of that year as part of the 16th (Irish) Division. 

 
In June 1917 the Division was in action at Messines, and in August at Langemark, 
where it suffered heavy losses.  Ernest, however, survived these battles, and on 21st 
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August the Division was transferred to the relatively quieter Bapaume-Miraumont 
sector, where Ernest was killed in action on 30th August, aged 19.   
 
The war diary for the date of Ernest’s death records: 
‘30th - Slight artillery strafe.Quiet otherwise. German propaganda dropped on our 
line on aerial darts’. 
 

Ernest’s final resting 
place is in the Croisilles 
Railway Cemetery, 13 
kilometres south-east of 
Arras.  

 
 

 
 
Two of Ernest’s adopted brothers were also killed in the war. Albert at Gheluvelt, 
during the First battle of Ypres, in October 1914, and Harry at Neuve Chapelle on 
13th March 1915.  Both were Grenadier Guards. His eldest brother, George, served 
in the Royal Garrison Artillery in the UK from August 1914 to February 1915, when 
he was discharged.  George had married in 1912, and had a daughter the following 
year.  Both he and Ernest lived in Brettenham Road, Edmonton. 


